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cessity of mutilating it, or altering it, every day. No lan- 
guage could have accommodated itself, exempted from those 
changes, to the conditions of society, for which man was de- 
signed : something would be superfluous or something defici- 
ent. Even the language of the Old Testament contains a mul- 
titude of terms in acceptations, which Adam, during the first 
years of his life, could not possibly have understood. How, 
then, could he have preserved their meaning?" 



II. ANSWERS TO THE " QUESTIONS ON THE 
WELSH LAWS*." 

1. The Welsh acre was less than the English: it comprised 
2822 square yards. In the Welsh Laws the acre is called 
erw ; but the term, most frequently used, is cyvar. 

2. There is no reason for believing, that the divisions of Can- 
tree, Cwmmwd, &c. prevailed throughout England before its 
subjugation by the Saxons. The contrary, indeed, is more than 
probable ; for it is well known, that the Romans, during their 
occupation of the island, introduced their own territorial divi- 
sions ; and the state of warfare and anarchy, that intervened 
between the fall of the Roman power and the final success of 
the Saxons, could hardly have been propitious to the establish- 
ment of any extensive political regulations. 

3. Arglwydd seems to have been used in the Welsh laws for 
the Lord of the Manor or feudal proprietor, without any refer- 
ence to the rights of primogeniture. The word has, at present, 
merely a general signification. 

4. There is;' no instance, of which we are aware, of any na- 
tional council, composed of the Natu Maximi, formerly pre- 
vailing in Wales, similar to the English House of Lords. 

5. The Pencenedl, or Head of the Tribe, seems to have re- 
sembled the Chief of the Clan in Scotland. Anciently the 
whole community was, in Wales, divided into families ; and 
each family had its Peucenedl, to whom every member of it, as 
far as the ninth degree of consanguinity, was politically at- 
tached. The duties of a Peucenedl, therefore, must have been 
the general patronage and protection of his Tribe ; and he also 
assisted at certain national councils. See Arch, of Wales, vol. 
iii. pp. 290 and 307. 

* See the last Number, p. 180. 
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6. As far as we understand this question, we think it very 
probable, that the Welsh Cantrev was the origin of the Eng- 
lish Hundted, and that it may also be considered as having 
formed a county, or canton, of the old Welsh Principalities. 
The subdivisions of a Cantrev were in the following gradation : — 
1. cwmmicd (comot) ; 2. maenaver (manor); 3. tret (hamlet); 
4. gavael (tenement) ; 5. rhandir (share-land) ; 6. tyddyn (mes- 
suage); and 7. erw (acre). 

7. There is no account, we believe, of the formal coronation, 
of any British king after the time of Constantinc ; but Arthur 
is recorded, in the Historical Triads, to have been elected to 
the sovereignty by a public national convention, as is also 
Owain, son of the Emperor Maximus, at the close of the fourth 
century. See Cambro-Briton, vol. i. pp. 188. 281. The 
species of convention, at which these elections took place, was 
called a Convention of Urgency, and a description of it may 
be found in the Institutional Triads-. See Arch, of Wales, 
vol. uL p. 280. 

III. MEDICAL RECEIPTS. 

The following are extracted from a Welsh medical book, 
written in the year 1611, which is now the property of Mr. 
John Parry, of Perm Beilie, in the parish of Llangristiolus, 
Anglesey. 

For the Stone or Gravel. 

Take the seed of the broom in good old ale, which the pa- 
tient is to drink hot every morning during nine successive days : 
and tte certainly will be well, 

A Powder to destroy Proud Flesh. 
Take the lees of ale, and put it in an earthen pot to be burnt 
into a powder : apply this to the sore, and it will be well. 
To make Eye-water. 
Take the black snails off the dew in the month of May, and 
put them on the spit to roast, and receive the grease in a 
clean vessel ; then mix the grease with an equal quantity of 
the juice of celandine and the third of white wine. With this 
anoint thy eyes, and it will improve and brighten the sight. 



